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Squatters: What to do when they return

Landlords have been plagued...

Landlords have been plagued by removing one set of squatters only to find that another set, or indeed the
same ones, have returned shortly thereafter. This is particularly more so since the criminalisation of squatting
in residential premises in 2012.

To remove squatters, a landlord must obtain an order for possession in the local county court to the premises
against “persons unknown” and the county court can enforce bailiffs. Transfer to the High Court can speed
up a possession order.

What then happens if they return, as you can only enforce a writ of
possession once?

Alandlord does not need to go through the process again. He can apply for a writ of restitution, which is
effectively a writ in aid of another writ.

The Court must give leave for the issue of the writ of restitution, even where the re-occupation is not by the
same persons. Potentially, as long as there is a sufficient link between the two events, the Court should after
a period grant the writ.

If you’ve got squatters and need assistance, speak to property litigator Laura St-Gallay today.

Note: This article is not legal advice; it provides information of general interest about current legal issues.
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Hunt closed his speech by pulling a two per
cent cut to the national insurance rate for
employees from his exchequer hat; however,

the Chancellor remained silent on IHT.
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When dealmakers bite down on a MAC
Email * clause
Court ruling highlights the challenge for
buyers if a deal turns sour. Any MAC clause
needs to be well drafted, so it is
unambiguous.

Read more

Can you obtain an Emergency Power of
Attorney?

In reality, the answer is no. Instead, you
need to apply to the Court of Protection to
become a Deputy, or the Court of Protection
may appoint a Panel Deputy if no one is
suitable or available to take on the role.
Private client solicitor Herman Cheu

Directors must understand the
implications of Al

In the heart of the digital age, artificial
intelligence (Al) has emerged as a
transformative force reshaping the
landscape of corporate governance and
redefining the roles of directors within
companies.

Read more

Overzealous employee monitoring may
overstep data protection boundaries
Employers who use software to help
manage productivity and other employee
activity may inadvertently violate data
protection regulations.
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What they say...

S. Ung, November 2023

“The solicitor handling the case was
thorough and diligent, and also patient with
the protracted queries and delay by the
buyer’s solicitor.” Residential sales and
purchases

Paul King, November 2023

“Our experience with RIAA Barker Gillette
has quite frankly nothing short of
exceptional. Martin Alfreds led as Solicitor
for the purchase of our property. Efficient,
proactive, responsive, diligent, everything
you could hope and want from a So
Rowena, November 2023

“Patrick was brilliant. He provided prompt
replies to all of my queries and was
professional and friendly throughout. His
communication was excellent and easy to
understand. | would thoroughly recommend
Patrick and the team.” Employment |

Blitz, November 2023

“We dealt with Charlotte who came from the
London office to meet us at your
Borehamwood office. | have to say that
firstly, she was charming and professional.
She fully explained the situation regarding
wills, power of attorney and other situat
Linda D, November 2023

“l am very satisfied with the way in which my
case was handled. There were a few
complex issues which were escalated and
addressed but the bulk of the work was
routine and handled quickly and efficiently.”
Wills and LPAs
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