RIAA
Barker
Gillette

Estate Planning for
Blended Families

August 2023

Navigating Wills and Inheritance

Blended families have become increasingly common in
today's society. As relationships evolve and individuals
remarry or enter into new partnerships, estate planning
becomes crucial to ensure the fair and smooth transfer of
assets to loved ones. In the context of blended families,
where there may be children from previous relationships,
navigating wills and inheritance requires careful thought
and legal expertise. This article aims to provide valuable
insights and guidance for UK residents.

Understanding the unique challenges

Blended families face unique estate planning challenges
due to the complex dynamics involved. Considerations
such as protecting the interests of biological children from
previous relationships, providing for a new spouse or
partner, and addressing potential conflicts among family
members require thoughtful planning.

Updating your will

One of the most critical steps in estate planning for
blended families is updating your will. A well-drafted will
ensures that you clearly outline your wishes regarding
asset distribution. Failing to update your will after entering
a new relationship may lead to unintended
consequences, with assets potentially passing to the
wrong beneficiaries or even causing legal disputes, which
can be hugely expensive and damaging to family
relationships.

When updating your will, it is essential to consider the
following points:

Spousal/civil partner inheritance rights

In the UK, a spouse or civil partner has certain automatic
inheritance rights, regardless of what a will states.
Understanding these rights and ensuring that your wishes
align with them is essential. Consulting with a
knowledgeable solicitor will help you understand and
navigate these legal requirements effectively.

Provision for biological children

If you have children from a previous relationship. In that
case, you may wish to ensure that you provide for them
adequately in your estate plan. You can achieve this
through specific provisions in your will, such as leaving
assets or establishing trusts to benefit your children.

Providing for a new spouse or partner

Most people want to provide for their new spouse or
partner while ensuring their children receive their fair
share. Various strategies, such as life interest or
discretionary trusts, can be implemented to balance these
competing interests. Seeking legal advice will help you
determine the most suitable approach based on your
circumstances.

Guardianship of minor children

If you have minor children, it is vital to address
guardianship arrangements in your will. Designating who
will assume guardianship responsibilities ensures that
your children will be cared for according to your wishes.

Communication and managing expectations

Open and honest communication is essential when
navigating estate planning matters within blended
families. Discussing your wishes and intentions with all
relevant parties can help manage expectations and
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minimise potential conflicts. Consider involving family
members, especially those directly affected by your
estate plan, in the discussion process. While
conversations about inheritance can sometimes be
uncomfortable, proactively addressing these matters can
help avoid misunderstandings and resentment later on.

Seek professional guidance

Given the complexities involved in estate planning for
blended families, seeking professional guidance from a
reputable law firm specialising in estate planning and
family law is strongly recommended. An experienced
solicitor can provide tailored advice, help you understand
the legal implications, and ensure your estate plan is
comprehensive and legally sound.

Regular review of your estate plan

Lastly, periodically reviewing and updating your will and
estate plan is crucial to reflect any changes in your family
dynamics, financial situation, or legislation. Life events
such as births, deaths, divorces, or significant financial
changes may necessitate adjustments to your Will or
other estate planning documents. By conducting regular
reviews, you can ensure that your estate plan remains up-
to-date and aligned with your current wishes.

Navigating your will

Estate planning for blended families requires careful
consideration and professional expertise. Updating your
will, effectively communicating with your loved ones, and
seeking the guidance of an experienced solicitor will help
you navigate the complexities and ensure the distribution
of your estate accords with your wishes. You can achieve
peace of mind by undertaking these essential steps and
know that your estate will be distributed according to your
intentions, ultimately providing for your new family and
any children from previous relationships.
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Note: This article is not legal advice; it provides information of general
interest about current legal issues.
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